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LONDON FORflJOHN ROBERTSvj jgf*/ 

MINISTER TRANSPORT AND PO^ER CHILDERS ANNOUNCED LAST NIGHT THAT 
GO I WOULD SEARCH CUBA BOUND PLANES. CUBAN AND CZECH AIRCRAFT 
WHICH LAND AT SHANNON AiRPORT WILL BE LIABLE TO SEARCH IF THEY 
ARE BOUND FOR CUBA. THE NEW POWERS TAKEN BY MINISTER WILL ALLOW 
AUTHORIZED OFFICERS OF HIS MINISTRY TO SEARCH AIRCRAFT TO ENSURE 
THAT NO MUNITIONS OF WAR ARE CARRIED IN OR ABOVE THE TERRITORY 
OF THE STATE. 


GO I MADE DECISION THAT IT WOULD SEARCH CUBA BOUND PLANES LAST 
WEEK BUT IT WAS DECIDED THAT A SPECIFIC ANNOUNCEMENT SHOULD BE 
MADE WHICH MADE CLEAR THAT THE GOVERNMENT INTENDED TO DO THIS 
UNDER THE PCWERS OF THE CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION, 
CHICAGO, DEQEMBER 7, \<)W AND CONFIRMED BY IRISH LAW. IN MAKING 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT PUBLIC THE GOVERNMENT STATEa THAT IT REGARDED 
THE DECISION AS ROUTINE. HOWEVER, IN ITS FRONT PAGE ACCOUNT OF 
ANNOUNCEMENT IRISH TIMES NOTED THIS DECISION WAS QTE THE FIRST 
UNNEUTRAL ACT OF THE GOVERNMENT IN THE PRESENT WORLD SITUATION. 
UNQUOTE 


EMBASSY ANTICIPATES THAT MAJORITY IRISH OPINION WILL SUPPORT 
GOVERNMENTS DECISION SEARCH CUBA BOUND PLANES, 
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GO I MADE DECISION THAT IT WOULD SEARCH CUBA BOUND PLANES LAST 
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